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Thesis: This lesson is designed to teach the believer the power of their personal testimony to impact 
others with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

Memory Verses: 
� Matthew 5:16 — Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father 

which is in heaven.  
 

One of the most powerful ways you can share the Gospel is by simply telling other what Jesus 
Christ has done in your life. This is what we call a “personal testimony”. It is simply your story of 
how you came to know Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior and what He has done in your life.    

Today we will learn what a personal testimonies are, examples of people sharing their testimonies in 
the Scriptures, and how you can effectively share your story with others. 

 

Þ Have you ever shared the Gospel by sharing your testimony of what God has done in your life 
with others?  

Þ How can personal testimonies be a powerful tool in sharing the Gospel? 
Þ How has hearing other people’s testimonies affected and encouraged you? 
Þ Do believe the Lord wants you to share with others what He has done in your life? Why?  
 

1. What is a Personal Testimony? 
� Psalm 66:16 — 16; Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what he hath done for my 

soul.  
� Psalm 107:2 — Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he hath redeemed from the hand of the 

enemy;  
A. A person’s testimony has 3 basic elements:  

1) Your life before   you were saved. 
� Ephesians 2:1–3 — 1; And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and 

sins; 2; Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the 
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 3; 
Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, 
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even 
as others. (Ephesians 2:11, 13, 22, 5:8, Titus 3:3). 

2) How   you came to know Jesus as your Savior. 
a) Does every Christian have a personal testimony of how they came to know Jesus 

Christ? 
b) How can people’s testimonies be different in how they came to know Jesus 

Christ? 
3) The changes   that have occurred in your life since being saved. 

a) Should there be a noticeable difference in your life after you have been saved?  
b) What do you learn from 1 Peter 4:4? 

� 1 Peter 4:4 – Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them to the same 
excess of riot, speaking evil of you:  
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9 Your life should evidence such a radical difference and change that those 
around you should be able to notice the change.  If you are really living 
for Christ, you might have the opportunity to be spoken evil of for the 
glory of God! 

 
2. The Apostle Paul used his personal testimony to share the Gospel  

A. In the Book of Acts the Apostle Paul gives his personal testimony over and over again. 
In Acts 9 we see Paul’s salvation, then you see him sharing his testimony to a large 
hostile Jewish crowd in Acts 22 and later before King Agrippa in Acts 26. Each of these 
accounts you will see his testimony including the three elements (previously mentioned) 
that make up a person’s testimony.   

B. Paul’s Testimony in Acts 26:4-11 
1) Paul’s life Before   he was saved   

� Acts 26:4-11 - My manner of life from my youth, which was at the first among mine own 
nation at Jerusalem, know all the Jews; 5 Which knew me from the beginning, if they would 
testify, that after the most straitest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee. 6 And now I stand and 
am judged for the hope of the promise made of God, unto our fathers: 7 Unto which promise our 
twelve tribes, instantly serving God day and night, hope to come. For which hope's sake, king 
Agrippa, I am accused of the Jews. 8 Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that 
God should raise the dead? 9 I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many things 
contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 10 Which thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many of 
the saints did I shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and when they 
were put to death, I gave my voice against them. 11 And I punished them oft in every synagogue, 
and compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them 
even unto strange cities. 
 

2) Paul’s testimony of how   he came to know Jesus Christ as his Savior  
� Acts 26:12-18 - Whereupon as I went to Damascus with authority and commission from the 

chief priests, 13 At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of 
the sun, shining round about me and them which journeyed with me. 14 And when we were all 
fallen to the earth, I heard a voice speaking unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, 
Saul, why persecutest thou me? it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. 15 And I said, 
Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest. 16 But rise, and stand 
upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a 
witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear 
unto thee; 17 Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee, 
18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified 
by faith that is in me. 
 

3) Paul’s testimony of the changes   in his life since he has been saved   
� Acts 26:19-21 - Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision: 

20 But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of 
Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet 
for repentance. 21 For these causes the Jews caught me in the temple, and went about to kill me. 
 

3. Jesus wants you to share your personal testimony with others 
A. What do you learn from the Words of Christ about being a light in the world?  
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1) Matthew 5:14–16 — 14; Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be 
hid. 15; Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth 
light unto all that are in the house. 16; Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.  
9 Does Jesus want us to shine our lights or hide them? How does this apply to our 

testimonies and the Gospel? 
 

B. In Mark 5:1-20 is the story of how Jesus saves and delivers a man who was possessed 
with many demons. After Jesus casts out the demons into a herd of swine, the man 
wants to follow Jesus! What does Jesus specifically tell this man to do in Mark 5:18-19?   
             
              
� Mark 5:18–19 — And when he was come into the ship, he that had been possessed with the devil 

prayed that he might be with him. Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go home 
to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and 
hath had compassion on thee.  
9 How does this apply to our lives? Who should we tell? What should we tell them? 

 
4. Your lifestyle should give you the opportunity to share your testimony with others. 

A. What does Peter tell us to be ready to do in I Peter 3:15? 
� 1 Peter 3:15 – But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to 

every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear.  
1) Peter says we need to be ready give an answer to everyone who asks you “What 

happened to you!” What would make someone ask about the “hope” that is in you?   
2) What kind of attitude does Peter say we should have when we share our testimonies? 

Meek/fear – this speaks of being humble and not prideful or boastful.  
3) What kind of attitude should we have when sharing our testimony according to 

Colossians 4:6? 
� Colossians 4:6 — Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may 

know how ye ought to answer every man.  
9 When you share your testimony and faith with others, be humble and 

gracious, not prideful, boastful, or arrogant in any way.  
B. What kind of testimony would the following people have? 

1) Lazarus – John 11 
9 Lazarus had been dead for 4 days when Jesus comes and raises him back to life. 

Do you think people would question him? Do you think he would have had the 
opportunity to tell others about Jesus through his testimony? 

2) Zacchaeus - Luke 19:1-10  
9 This thieving tax collector who after he came to Jesus not only returned people 

their money, but restored them 4 times over! You think anyone asks, “what 
happened to you?” Would that have given him a chance to share what Jesus had 
done?  

3) The Philippians Jailer – Acts 16:19-34 
9 This prison keeper oversaw Paul and Silas who were imprisoned for the preaching 

of the Gospel. At midnight the prison doors are all supernaturally opened, and he 
was ready to commit suicide by falling on his sword (he thought the prisoners 
escaped which was an offense that would have cost a Roman prison guard his 
life). Paul sees what is about to happen, and instead of being vindictive, angry at 
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the guard for the brutalities of his imprisonment, he cries out and says, “Do thyself 
no harm: for we are all here.” (Acts 16:29). What happens next? 
� Acts 16:29-31 - 29; Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and 

fell down before Paul and Silas, 30; And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do 
to be saved? 31; And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, 
and thy house.”  

9 What kind of testimony could he share with others? 
 

5. Practical thoughts when you share your personal testimony 
A. A personal testimony should point people to Jesus Christ.  

1) The goal of sharing your testimony is not to focus on your life, but to focus on what 
Jesus has done in your life. Your testimony should be a light that glorifies God (Matt. 
5:14). 

2) After hearing your testimony people should think how great the Lord is and how 
merciful and good He has been to you. It should encourage others to place their faith 
in Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord. 
� Mark 5:19 — 19; Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go home to thy 

friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath 
had compassion on thee.  

B. Personal testimonies are a great demonstration of the power of God in a person’s life. 
Webster defines a miracle as, “an extraordinary event manifesting divine intervention in human 
affairs.” Salvation is a true miracle and is the greatest miracle that ever happened in your 
life. It brought life to your dead soul (Eph. 2:2) and gave you eternal life (John 3:15-16, 
10:28). When you share your testimony you are sharing Gods miracle in your life with 
others! 

C. Personal testimonies help people understand how the Gospel is applied to their life.  
9 Sometimes the “Gospel” can be hard for people to grasp. Christians can also use 

words that are foreign to an unbeliever (saved, redeemed, lost, found); but when they 
are applied to your own life story it can help them understand what salvation is and 
how they can also be saved. 

D. Personal testimonies can give hope to others.  
1) Sometimes unbelievers can have a false notion that they are too “lost” to be saved or 

their situation is too unique for God to want to save them. What do you learn from 
Paul in 1Timothy 1:12-16? 

� 1 Timothy 1:12–16 — 12; And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that 
he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry; 13; Who was before a blasphemer, and a 
persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 14; And the 
grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. 15; This is a 
faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of 
whom I am chief. 16; Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ 
might shew forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should 
hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.  

2) Many times God can allow you to share the Gospel with someone who had a similar 
life experience and your story of the hope and salvation you found in Christ can also 
give them hope. 
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Conclusion 
Every Christian has their own unique and life-changing story of how they came into a relationship 
with Jesus Christ. You don’t have to know dozens of verses by memory or large amounts of the 
Bible to share the Gospel, you can simple tell people what Jesus has done in your life.   This week 
make it your goal to write out your testimony in the assignment section and share your testimony 
with someone.  “…Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and 
hath had compassion on thee.” (Mark 5:19) 
“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


